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Programme Note

During the 19th century the great instrumental virtuosi reined supreme. Pianists
Liszt and Thalberg and violinists Paganini and Saraste amazed audiences with
their wide-ranging technical and artistic abilities, fuelled by increasingly difficult
paraphrases and variations on popular tunes of the day.

The Fantasy on Sempre Libera looks back with affection to this period and
provides an opportunity for present day euphonium virtuoso David Thornton to
demonstrate the skills which mark him out as one of the world’s finest players.
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